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t A%e, Vernon's Annotated Jivil Statutes, levies
hy upon she privilege of registration under the
Registrnt on Laws of ‘Texds of chattel mortgeges, deeds of trust,
mechanio's 1.57 sontyagts, vendor's iiens, and conditional
sales contradds, and alXl ingtruments of a similar nature, se-
vuring obligsationa ip excess of Two Eundred Dollers (4200.00).
This tax levy is\gedferal in its incidence, the only exseption
therefrom being the following:

", . « This section shall not apply to in-
struments, notes, or other obligetions taken by
or on behalf of the United gtates or of the State
of Texas, Or any corporation ageney or inatrument-
ality of the United States, or of the State of Texas



in ocarrying out a8 governmental purpose as expressed
in any Aot of the Congress of the United States or
of the Legislature of the State of Texas, nor shall
the provisions of this section apply to obligations
or instruments secured by liens on crops and farm
or agrieultural products or to livestosk or farm
implements, or an abvstraat of judgment, . .,"

: It 13 to be assumed that the chattel mortgsge under
oonsideration here sesures an obligation in exsceas of Two
Hundred Dollars ($200.00), and is not exesuted in renewal amd
extension of a prior chattel mortgage, theretofore stamp-
- ed under the Act, =2nd is therefore subjeot to the terms of
the statute and the tax levied theredby, unless it falls
within the foregoing exemption. We do not believe the instant
chattel mortgage falls within the soope of this exemption.
Although the crop adjustment rentals, parities, and subsidies
covered by the mortgage are paid to the mortgagor by the
United States of America under the Agricultural Adjustment
Act, through the medium of an instrumentality of the United
States, for the purpose of oarrying out a governmental pur-
pose, nevertheless, the chattel mortgege itself does not fall
within the category of "inatruments, notes, or other obligations
taken by or on behalf of the United States," so as to bve exempt
thereunder. The chattel mortgage in queation merely evidences
an attempt and purpose by and between private contrecting parties
to deal with benefit peyments paid to the mortgagor by the
United States under an Act of Congress. With such contractual
relations the Government has no concern, and in feet, gives no
recognition thereto, as indicated by the foliowing regulation
issued by the Department of Agriculture in Southern Region
Bulletin, 30la, Hevised, Seqtion 13, amub. I

"Any payment or share of payment shell be com-
puted and made without regard to guestions of title
under State Law, without deduotion of olaims for
advanaces and without regeard to any claim or lien
against any orop, or proceeds thereof, in favor of
the owner or any o¢ther oraditor."

Having determined that no question of Federal lmmunity
from State taxation is presented here, we now pess 4o e oon-
gideration of whether the subjeat ohattel mortgage falls within
the exemption of the Act running to "obligations or lnstruments
secured by liens on srops and farms or agrioultural produocts,
or t0 livestock or to farm implements,” deapite the fact thsat
it covers, or attempts to cover, other property than the fore-
going, that is to say, érop ad]ustment rentals, parities, and
subasidies, paid to mortgagor by the Federal Government, as
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above outlined. Conference Opinion No. 3061, of date June 17,
1939, directed to you, and prepared by Assistant Attorney
Ceneral Glenn R. Lewis, furnishes a specific answer to this
question in holding, substantially, that the inolusion in a
chattel mortgege of property in addition to the property speci-
fioally mentioned in the above-gquoted exemption, operated to
remove such mortgege from the benefit of sald exemption, and
rendered same subjeot to this exolise utamp tax on rogistration,
if otherwise within the Act.

We soocordingly advise that in our opinion the desscribed
chattel mortgage is subjeot to the axcise tax levied upon the
privilege of its registration by Article 70470, Vernon's Annotated
Civil statutes.,
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